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Leave everyone and everything better than we found them—Mike Hennek 

Distracted driving has become a deadly epidemic on our roads. While drivers 
texting behind the wheel tops what seems like an endless list of distractions, 
other risky actions include talking — whether it be on the phone or to others 
in the car, setting your navigation, adjusting what you’re listening to, drinking 
coffee, applying makeup, and more. By driving distracted, you’re robbing 
yourself of seconds that you may need to avoid a close call or deadly crash. 
 
The second the weather transitions from the dead of winter to kind of 
bearable cool days.  It seems like everyone debuts their open-toed shoes 
(which aren’t allowed while on the clock),  we sit outside to soak in the sun, 
and make plans to hang at the park. Granted many of us will still get 
pummeled with winter weather, but the first official day of spring has come 
and we’re pumped. 

Reminding drivers to gather their attention 

When you do find yourself distracted, “Pause, take stock, be aware that you’re 
being triggered,” mental health professionals say. “Then switch the spotlight of 
your attention.” This might feel easier said than done, but remind yourself that 
most of the things we worry about “aren’t immediate existential threats.”  
 
To reconnect with the logical part of your brain, focus it on “something more 
immediate or visceral, like your breath.” You might say to yourself, “I’ve 
become consumed by the concerns of the Ukraine. I’m going to pay attention 
to my breathing” to pivot away from what’s causing the anxiety. This isn’t the 
same as trying to ignore the distraction: “You don’t have to stifle it or suppress 
it. Make note of it, acknowledge it, and put it in a mental parking lot to think 
about later, when you can discuss it with someone else, or when you’re not at 
work and have lots to do.” 

April  Is Distracted Driving 
Awareness Month 

 

Congressional Representative 
Pushes for School Bus 

 Only CDL 

It's no secret that the school bus driver shortage is 
only getting worse.  Year after year, school districts 
are having more difficulty finding drivers, and it's 
becoming an increasing burden on district 
transportation managers. The ongoing COVID-19 
outbreak has only made the situation worse, with 
many drivers deciding to retire, or move into other 
fields - especially if they feel like they aren't getting 
proper support from their district. 

Further, the problem isn't limited to school 
districts. Every industry that requires drivers with 
Commercial Drivers Licenses (CDLs) is hurting for 
drivers, and that's bad news for schools. They're in 
direct competition with large businesses with deep 
pockets. If major players like the shipping industry 
can't find enough CDL drivers, how are schools 
supposed to compete with their relatively meager 
budgets? 

One lawmaker sees a potential solution, but it 
requires cooperation from the Federal 
government: eliminating the requirement that 
school bus drivers hold a CDL, and establishing a 
separate school bus license instead. 

 

Do School Bus Drivers Need A CDL? 

In September, New York Representative Joe 
Morelle sent a letter to Secretary Of Transportation 
Pete Buttigieg asking for the CDL requirement to be 
waived.  His argument boils down to saying that 
too many elements of the CDL simply are not 
relevant to school bus drivers, and that the 
requirement is creating an unnecessary burden for 
schools competing in the labor market.  
continued….  

https://hbr.org/2016/11/a-simple-way-to-stay-grounded-in-stressful-moments
https://cdllife.com/2021/lawmaker-pushes-dot-to-get-rid-of-cdl-requirement-for-school-bus-drivers/


 APRIL 15TH—2ND PERIOD DRIVERS LIST DUE TO DAN— 

 APRIL  29TH—1ST PERIOD RANDOM TESTS MUST BE COMPLETE 

 AUGUST 4TH & 5TH—4.0 SUMMER WORKSHOP—MANDATORY TRAINING 
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The Future Of The CDL cont. 

CDL & Type III  
Driver’s lists 
 due in Excel Spreadsheets by 

April 15th 

He proposed instead creating a new license 
specifically for school buses, which would still cover 
important bus-focused topics and safety, but 
without all the requirements of a full CDL. 
 
Fundamentally, this would accomplish three 
things. First, it would make it far easier for schools 
to recruit new drivers off the street, since the 
training requirements would be reduced. Secondly, 
it would speed up the process of getting those new 
drivers into buses. Third, it would take schools out 
of competition for CDL-holders, which could be to 
the benefit of both schools and other driving 
industries. 

It's a strong argument, and seems like it would 
work. The unaddressed question is how much 
training would be required for these hypothetical 
new school bus licenses, but creating a new training 
program wouldn't be too much of a burden. 

At time of writing, there has been no response from 
Secretary Buttigieg, who has been on paternity 
leave for the past month. We hope he'll consider 
the proposition carefully once he's back at work, 
and will report if there's an official response. 

What do you think?  Would this be a good way to 
boost the ranks of bus drivers around the country?  
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BRING AWARENESS 

AFTER the last stop, before returning to the 
garage, pull over and walk through the bus 

THOROUGHLY...checking every seat for 
sleeping children.  Walk the bus a second time 

once you have parked the bus after route.   

DRIVER’S LIST 
DUE TO 

DAN 

MURPHY’S LAW FOR BUS DRIVERS: 

The child that lives at the end of any road is NEVER ABSENT 



AFTER  
the last stop, 

BEFORE  
returning to the garage, 

PULL OVER  
walk through the bus  

THOROUGHLY… 
checking every seat for sleeping children.   

Walk the bus 
a SECOND time 
once you have parked the bus after route.   

 

Let’s Remember... 
 
 


